
Specialisation package 3: 
The Digital State (7.5 ECTS) and The Digital State in Practice (15 ECTS)
The societal changes brought about by digitalization are particularly visible in the public sector. A successful digital future requires a thorough engagement with the motivations, priorities, narratives, practices, and discourses that drive digitalization processes. It also requires a set of methodological tools and theoretical concepts tailored to the technologies at the core of digitalization—such as AI, machine learning, algorithms, data centers, biometric data, satellite-based control mechanisms, social media platforms, digital patient records, and user portals.
This specialization gives you insight into the history, theory, politics, expectations, challenges, practices, and methods of digitalization initiatives. The two parts of the specialization are both methodologically oriented toward ethnographic studies and draw on theoretical approaches from anthropology, science and technology studies, and organizational studies. In the first part of the specialization, The Digital State, you develop a historically informed foundation for thinking about technologies and state projects over time, as well as a global perspective on public digitalization initiatives. In the second part, The Digital State in Practice, students conduct ethnographic research projects within the public sector and focus on the various digitalization processes currently underway in the Danish public sector.
This specialization provides you with critical tools to analyze, conceptualize, and contextualize the changes around us. You will develop your methodological competencies and acquire techniques to study public digitalization yourself. Together, the two parts form a specialization that offers both a concrete and comparative understanding of the digitalized state in Scandinavia and equips you to lead the transformations of the public sector—whether within the public sector itself or as a private IT consultant working with the public sector.





